Running Head: SOCIAL STUDIES 
Social Studies                                                                                                                                   6







Social Studies
Student Name
Institutional Affiliation
Due Date







1. Write a detailed description and summary of the content of each resource in that module 
A Recipe for Artful Schooling
This module is a discussion about nurturing latent artistry in students by teachers to motivate creativity in any area. It includes a discussion of three main arts courses that do not need extra instruction time from the blocks of art and that form the center of any creativity discussion in schooling. These include intrinsic motivation, the essential skills of creativity, and Inquiry-Based Learning.
Intrinsic motivation helps learners to transform learning into understanding by making learners invest in real learning and understanding. Arts education puts more effort into nurturing intrinsic motivation. Arts teachers major in building an encouraging environment for learners to devote themselves intrinsically. Only a Side Dish, the change from extrinsic to intrinsic, is the reason why arts integration in curriculum enhances learning.
The essential skills of creativity are developed by guiding students’ potentiality for creativity. Examples of skills that can be developed include brainstorming, divergent thinking, metaphoric thinking, flexible thinking, multisensory engagement, and empathy (Booth, 2013). Inquiry-Based Learning involves effective and creative preparation of students to solve challenges in their lives or careers. Arts education can become inquiry-based learning because it includes creative, productive, and problem-solving procedures. The module concludes by encouraging schools to establish activities that enhance creativity in learners through the guidance of arts educators.
Thinking Strategies for Student Achievement
The article begins by defining the strategy of Key Word Notes which involves reading, writing, and talking with a colleague (Nessel & Graham, 2006). It helps in retention and comprehension and the notes can be used in summarizing the information. The strategy was developed to offer a solution for students who directly copy information from sources and those who do not understand what they read in their sources. The benefits of the strategy include encouraging active and attentive reading, helps students identify key details, gives opportunities for rephrasing information, encourages students to express and write information in their own words, enhances remembrance of information, and creates teamwork learning.
To succeed in this strategy, students need to identify key details when reading, listen, and respond to their colleagues. The students should then follow the step by step process of this strategy:  prepare the writing page, dividing the text to be read among students, students writing the topic, organizing students into pairs and giving them instructions, reading, identifying key details, writing the details, and discussing in pairs, and keeping books aside and writing what was learned.
Let the Learner do the Learning: what we know about effective teaching
This article emphasizes the need to prepare students for the high demands of intellectual college work and the aggressive workplace provocations in the 21st century. For this reason, educators and policymakers in the US raised K-12 schooling goals (Bullmaster, 2011). 44 states including Colombia have adopted more strict research-based Common Core State Standards for learning. The module states that learning is an active approach belonging to learners. Humans learn from infancy where they engage in the pursuit of establishing a sense of the world.
Efficient instruction starts by exploiting the schemas of students through the activation of existing misconceptions and understandings of a particular topic to expand and modify as extra information. Students should engage in active processing by practicing, repeating, and problem-solving to be able to understand new skills and facts and interrelate them to apply them in future situations. Students’ schemas become more organized as they familiarize themselves with a study area. The more students take ownership of their learning, the more they become self-regulated.
The article has also stated that learning is strengthened through a substantial collection of efficient practices for teaching. This involves teachers following an orderly instructional cycle which includes assessing students, analyzing assessment results, identifying strengths and needs of students, planning and implementing instruction, and monitoring the progress of students, and making further adjustments to the instruction. Students accomplish more when they spend more time in class being taught or supervised by their teachers. Teachers should design effective learning activities to prevent cognitive burden.
Playing for Change: Peace through Music
As defined by Kahlil Gibran, music is a spiritual language that unlocks the top secrets of life to bring peace and abolish conflict. Another author, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow defines music as a common global language of humanity. In a social studies classroom, students are motivated and engaged through teaching applicable content which is interesting and linked to real life. Music can help in making more relevant, accessible, and interesting content to students (Johnson & Walls, 2009).
The mood of music may communicate more comprehensible than words with the theme of feeling being expressed. Some students may learn better through sounds including music which can be used as a teaching strategy because it can be engaging, relevant, and can be used globally. Music is believed to have the power to inspire, bring peace, and connect people. It also has the power to dismantle distances and boundaries between people.
2. Explain how what you read will help you become a more effective social studies teacher
From the first article that I read, a Recipe for Artful Schooling, I learned that I should engage in nurturing latent artistry in students since social studies is an art subject. The article has also taught me how to be an effective teacher by encouraging students to devote themselves intrinsically and guiding students to develop creativity to develop essential skills. In my second reading, thinking strategies for student achievement, I learned of the Key Word Notes strategy that will help me become an effective social studies teacher by encouraging my students to write in their own words rather than copying which will enhance their understanding.
My third reading, let the learner do the learning, taught me that to be an effective teacher, I should organize students’ arrangements, time, activities, information, materials, and space for effective learning. It also taught me that I should follow the orderly instructional cycle and focusing on the learning outcome, what is to be learned, why is it important, and what is the evidence of mastery. It also enlightened me to be an active teacher, providing learning resources, monitoring my students, and redirecting them. From my fourth reading, playing for change, I was enlightened to be an effective social studies teacher by incorporating music in the social studies classroom to engage students by teaching relevant content that is interesting and accessible.
3. Discuss what you learned that supports cross-curricular connections and the incorporation of art into other curriculum areas to enhance and enrich your lessons
Cross-curricular connections can be established in learning by connecting two or more study areas, for example, from my reading social studies can be linked with music to make the content more relevant and interesting to the students. The article, a Recipe for Artful Schooling, provided that teachers should nurture the latent artistry of students to enhance creativity for any subject area. It stated that art is valuable and offers a “special sauce” for learning. It also provides that changing from extrinsic to intrinsic motivation is the reason why the incorporation of art into curriculum enhances learning and that positive results are obtained when the arts-integrated curriculum is well understood.
4. Make specific reference to trade books (read aloud), museums, and other cultural arts institutions to further supplement instruction
From the Let the Learner does the Learning: What we know about Effective Teaching trade book, the further supplement of instruction is provided in the regular instructional cycle which includes five steps. Supplementation of instruction is provided in the last step of monitoring the progress of students to make further adjustments in the instruction (Bullmaster, 2011).
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